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Session Agenda

1. Project Overview - Darragh O’Sullivan, Sport Ireland
2. Website Demo – Katie McFarland, ESRI Ireland
3. App & Stakeholder Tools Demo – John Hewitt, ESRI Ireland
4. Data Collection – Fionntán O’Donnell, Derilinx
5. Q&A - Everyone

➢ Local Authorities Update 14th December 2022
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Project Aims / Overview

1. Collect Authoritative Data on Sport & Recreation Amenities
2. Serve Information to the Public 
3. Provide Benefit to Data Providers
4. Facilitate National & Local Policies

• Collaborative Approach
• Feasibility Study 2019
• Pilot Phase 2020
• Roll Out to Mid 2023
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National Policies Facilitated

• Project Ireland 2040
• National Development Plan 2018-2027
• Healthy Ireland Framework 2013-2025
• National Physical Activity Plan
• National Sports Policy 2018 – 2027
• Sport Ireland’s Policy on Sport & Physical Activity 

in the Outdoors
• Public Service Data Strategy 2019-2023
• EU Open Data Directive July 2021
• And more…
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Impact / Benefits

1. Improve Lives of People in Ireland
• Higher levels of physical activity 
• Improved health & wellbeing
• Suitable facilities where they are needed

2. Transform Planning, Funding & Management of Amenities
• Improved analysis of requirements, future needs & impacts
• Consistent, accurate data for evidence-based decisions
• Effective collaboration between stakeholders
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Data Included

1. Sports & Recreation
• Clubs/Groups/Teams
• Pitches, Courses
• Gyms, Pools etc

2. Public Places
• Parks, Playgrounds
• Beaches, Forests
• Surf/Swim Spots etc

3. Trails
• Walking/Cycling
• Paddling/Horse…
• Greenways/Blueways

4. Amenities
• Parking, Accessibility
• Toilets, Changing
• Bike Hire etc

Data Providers
• Sport Ireland
• Local Authorities
• Sport NGBs
• State Bodies
• Government Departments
• Local Sports Partnerships

• Local Authorities manage assets across all datasets
• Priority is owned/managed facilities & public places



sportireland.ie

System Structure

1. Public Portal
• Find Opportunities
• Engaging Interactive Hub
• Access to Open Data
• Website & Mobile App

2. Stakeholder Access 
• Planning/Analysis
• Collaboration/Sharing
• Asset Management
• Further Use Cases/Benefits
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Use Cases & Benefits

Public

• Public Physical Activity Levels 
• Tourism 
• Covid-19 / Opportunities Near Me 
• Disability Access 
• Social Prescribing 
• Emergency Services 

Stakeholders

• Business Intelligence & Visualisation
• Gap & Needs Analysis 
• Planning & Funding 
• Asset Management & Issue Reporting 
• Data Management & Requirements 
• Collaboration among Stakeholders 
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Benefits/Uses for Local Authorities
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1. Facilitate Data Requirements

1. Improved Data Quality & Data Management
2. Meet Open Data Requirements (EU Directive July 2021)
3. Access Additional Data from Other Stakeholders & Sources
4. Assistance from Project Team / Technical Partner
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2. Planning, Analysis & Collaboration

1. Visualise Current Facilities - Dashboards / Statistics / Analytics
2. Layer with other Data (e.g. Census, Environment, Deprivation Index)
3. Needs / Gap Analysis
4. Strategic Planning 
5. Regional / Cross-Border Projects
6. Collaboration with other Bodies
7. Facilitate Funding Applications (internal & external)
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3. Asset Management

1. Recreational Assets in One Place
2. Provide Tools for Audits, Condition Surveys etc
3. Public Feedback on Condition / Issues
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4. Tourism & Publicity

1. Links from Portal to Local Websites
2. Data Available for use in Local Websites
3. Data Available to Fáilte Ireland
4. Targeted / Niche Websites & Apps
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5. Local Communities

1. More Active Local Population
2. Data Available for Local / Niche Businesses / Economy
3. Strategic Local Uses & Benefits
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Example Use Cases from Pilot Phase



sportireland.ie

LSP Programme Impact Analysis
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Sports Facility Funding Analysis
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Trails Inspection / Asset Management
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Recreation Amenity Planning
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Gap / Needs /Planning Analysis
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Social Prescribing / Covid-19 App
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Implementation 2021-2023

Areas of Work
• Consultation
• Technical
• Data

• Market Research
• Branding
• PR & Communications

Current Timeline

• Evaluation
• Data Protection
• Management Strategy

… Dec-22 Jan-23 Feb-23 Mar-23 Apr-23 May-23 Jun-23 Jul-23 Aug-23 Sep-23 Oct-23 Nov-23 Dec-23

Launch

Technical Development

Data Preparation

Data Collection

PR & Communications
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Contact:

• Darragh O’Sullivan, Project Lead
• dosullivan@sportireland.ie

Thank You

mailto:dosullivan@sportireland.ie
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